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Transfiguration of Our Lord 
February 15, 2026 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
Bethany Lutheran Church 

2515 Madison Ave., Burlington, IA   
Phone: (319) 752-3621 

www.bethanyburlington.org 
 

Bethany’s Mission Statement:  Reaching out in Worship, Fellowship, Learning 
and Love – we are God’s people. 

 

We are so glad you chose to worship with us this morning. We hope 
everyone  

feels welcome as we strive to serve and strengthen each other in faith 
toward God and in love toward all.  Now, as you wait for the service to begin, 

please relax, enjoy the music, and quiet your heart before God. 
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Transfiguration of Our Lord 
ELW indicates that hymns or liturgy are taken from Evangelical Lutheran Worship–red hymnal 

 

PRELUDE 
Welcome, Birthday/Anniversary Bank 

(money given to Bethany’s Human Concerns Fund) 

We Gather to Acknowledge God’s Presence 

(Please Stand) 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS  

P: Blessed be the holy Trinity, ☩ one God, 
the Creator of heaven and earth, 
the Word who spoke life into being, 
the Wind stirring the waters. 

C: Amen. 
P: Let us turn in confession to the one who knows us completely. 

Silence is kept for reflection. 

P: Mighty God, lover of justice, 
C: you call us to life in community, 

but we have served our own interests 
at the expense of our neighbors. 
We have sown deceit where honesty was needed. 
We say the right words, 
but our hearts are far from you. 
Turn us to seek your face. 
Knit us together and give us the mind of Christ, 
that we may do justice, love mercy, 
and walk humbly with you, our God. 
Amen. 

P: The former things have passed away, 
and new things God now declares: 
Like a spring of water that never fails, 
God covers you in the righteousness of Christ, 

and forgives your sin in ☩ Jesus’ name. 
May the Spirit give you strength to live for others, 
and bless you with the gift of peace. 

C: Amen. 
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GATHERING HYMN         “Shine, Jesus, Shine”   ELW Hymn 671 
 
 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
GREETING 

P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of 
the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: And also with you. 
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KYRIE 
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HYMN OF PRAISE 
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P: Let us pray. 
C: O God, in the transfiguration of your Son you confirmed the mysteries of 

the faith by the witness of Moses and Elijah, and in the voice from the 
bright cloud declaring Jesus your beloved Son, you foreshadowed our 
adoption as your children. Make us heirs with Christ of your glory, and 
bring us to enjoy its fullness, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, 
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 
Amen. 

We Listen to God’s Word 

(Please be seated) 

FIRST READING                  Exodus 24:12-18 
12 The LORD said to Moses, “Come up to me on the mountain and wait there; I will 
give you the tablets of stone, with the law and the commandment, which I have 
written for their instruction.” 13 So Moses set out with his assistant Joshua, and 
Moses went up onto the mountain of God. 14 To the elders he had said, “Wait here 
for us, until we come back to you. Look, Aaron and Hur are with you; whoever has a 
dispute may go to them.” 
  15 Then Moses went up on the mountain, and the cloud covered the 
mountain. 16 The glory of the LORD settled on Mount Sinai, and the cloud covered it 
for six days; on the seventh day he called to Moses out of the cloud. 17 Now the 
appearance of the glory of the LORD was like a devouring fire on the top of the 
mountain in the sight of the Israelites. 18 Moses entered the cloud and went up on 
the mountain. Moses was on the mountain for forty days and forty nights. 

L: Word of God, word of life. 
C: Thanks be to God. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



8 

PSALM (read responsively)         Psalm 2 
L: Why are the nations in an uproar? 
  Why do the peoples mutter empty threats? 
C: Why do the kings of the earth rise up in revolt, and the princes plot  

together, 
  against the LORD and against the LORD’s anointed? 
L: “Let us break their yoke,” they say; 
  “let us cast off their bonds from us.” 
C: God whose throne is in heaven is laughing; 
  the LORD holds them in derision.  
L: Then in wrath God speaks to them, 
  and in rage fills them with terror. 
C: “As for me, I have anointed my king 
  upon Zion, my holy mountain.” 
L: Let me announce the decree of the LORD, 
  who said to me, “You are my son; this day have I begotten you. 
C: Ask of me, and I will give you the nations for your inheritance 
  and the ends of the earth for your possession.  
L: You shall crush them with an iron rod 
  and shatter them like a piece of pottery.” 
C: And now, you kings, be wise; 
  be warned, you rulers of the earth. 
L: Submit to the LORD with fear, 
  and with trembling bow in worship; 
  lest the LORD be angry, and you perish in a sudden blaze of wrath. 
  Happy are all who take refuge in God!  

 
(Please be seated) 

SECOND READING          2 Peter 1:16-21 
16 We did not follow cleverly devised myths when we made known to you the power 
and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we had been eyewitnesses of his 
majesty. 17 For he received honor and glory from God the Father when that voice 
was conveyed to him by the Majestic Glory, saying, “This is my Son, my Beloved, 
with whom I am well pleased.” 18 We ourselves heard this voice come from heaven, 
while we were with him on the holy mountain. 
  19 So we have the prophetic message more fully confirmed. You will do well to be 
attentive to this as to a lamp shining in a dark place, until the day dawns and the 
morning star rises in your hearts. 20 First of all you must understand this, that no 
prophecy of scripture is a matter of one’s own interpretation, 21 because no 
prophecy ever came by human will, but men and women moved by the Holy Spirit 
spoke from God. 

L: Word of God, word of life. 
C: Thanks be to God. 
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(Please Stand) 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
  
  
 P: The Gospel according to Matthew the 17th chapter.  

C: Glory to you, O Lord 
 
 
GOSPEL            Matthew 17:1-9 
1 Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and his brother John and led 
them up a high mountain, by themselves. 2 And he was transfigured before them, 
and his face shone like the sun, and his clothes became bright as light. 3 Suddenly 
there appeared to them Moses and Elijah, talking with him. 4 Then Peter said to 
Jesus, “Lord, it is good for us to be here; if you wish, I will set up three tents here, 
one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.” 5 While he was still speaking, 
suddenly a bright cloud overshadowed them, and a voice from the cloud said, “This 
is my Son, the Beloved; with him I am well pleased; listen to him!” 6 When the 
disciples heard this, they fell to the ground and were overcome by fear. 7 But Jesus 
came and touched them, saying, “Get up and do not be afraid.” 8 And when they 
raised their eyes, they saw no one except Jesus himself alone. 
  9 As they were coming down the mountain, Jesus ordered them, “Tell no one 
about the vision until after the Son of Man has been raised from the dead.” 

 P: The Gospel of our Lord 
 C: Praise to you, O Christ. 
 
 
(Please be seated) 

Sermon      Pastor Misha McFarland-Pollock 
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(Please Stand) 

HYMN OF THE DAY     “I Love to Tell the Story”  ELW Hymn 661 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Continued…. 
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We Respond to God’s Word 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED (unison) 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead.* 
On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 
he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
 

SHARING OF THE PEACE 
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C: And also with you. 

 
 
(Please be seated)  

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH  
Each petition concludes: 
P: Merciful God, 
C: receive our prayer. 
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We Share in the Holy Meal 
(Please Stand) 

DIALOGUE  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 
 
P: It is indeed right, our duty and our joy…. 

…we praise your name and join their unending hymn:  
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

P: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. 
 

THE LORD’S PRAYER (unison) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 
hallowed be thy name, 
thy kingdom come, 
thy will be done, 
on earth as it is in heaven. 

Give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those 
who trespass against us; 

and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom, 
and the power, and the glory, 
forever and ever. Amen. 

  
INVITATION TO COMMUNION 

P: Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world! Come to the 
table; taste and see. 

 
(Please be seated) 

LAMB OF GOD 
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DISTRIBUTION BY INDIVIDUAL GLASSES 
(Gluten-free wafers are available upon request.) 

All who believe in the real presence of Christ in the sacrament are invited to commune. Children who 
do not commune are welcome to come for a blessing. You will be given a wafer. The glasses of dark 
liquid are wine; the middle ring is juice. There is a bowl of water if you would like to remember your 
baptism. 
 

DISTRIBUTION HYMN          “Beautiful Savior”  ELW Hymn 838 
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN  “Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise” ELW Hymn 834 
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(Please Stand) 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
P: Radiant God, 

we have seen your glory in the face of Jesus Christ. 
In the sacrament of his body and blood 
you have drawn us to your heart. 
Send us from this table with delight, 
that our lives may reflect the beauty of your love, 
and bear witness to all we have seen and heard, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

C: Amen. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 

BLESSING  
P: The God of steadfastness and encouragement 

grant you to live in harmony with one another, 
in accordance with Christ Jesus. 

C: Amen. 
P: The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, 

so that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen. 

P: The God of all grace ☩ bless you now and forever. 
C: Amen. 
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SENDING HYMN          “Alleluia, Song of Gladness”   ELW Hymn 318 
 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DISMISSAL 

P: Go in peace. Do justice. Love mercy. 
C: Thanks be to God! 

 
POSTLUDE 
 

************************ 
Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress SundaysandSeasononline.com license #25124 

Reprinted from Sundays and Seasons copyright © 2026 Augsburg Fortress 
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 WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 
Lector:   Judy Craven 
Usher: Susan Swanson 
Communion: Mark Rosenberg; Rachel Lindeen 
Greeters: Ginny Mesecher 
Missionary Support: Open 
Altar Flowers: Michelle & Tiffany Huppenbauer – In Memory of 

Tiffany’s sister, Kimberly, for her Birthday. 
Remember in prayer: Eleonore Benninghoven; Genieve Hingst; Barb West; 

Nancy Pollock 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

A Cry Room for infants is available up the stairs and to the right. 
There are Kids Celebrate children’s bulletins available for youngsters 
 who’d like to have their own reference to the lessons for this week. 

Ask our usher for help. 
 

Please join us for coffee and donuts in the fellowship  
hall following the worship service.  We would like to 

get to know you and offer our friendship. 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 

ACTIVITIES FOR THE WEEK 
  Today: Transfiguration of Our Lord 
  9:00 a.m. Worship w/ Holy Communion 
  10:55 a.m. Lutheran Church of Hope Service 
 Monday: Office Closed due to President’s Day 
 Tuesday: 5:00 p.m. Pastor’s Book Club – rescheduled from 

last Tuesday 
 Wednesday: 12:00 p.m. Ash Wednesday Service @ Messiah 
  7:00 p.m. Ash Wednesday Service @ Bethany 
 Thursday: 9:30 a.m. Bible Study @ Messiah 
  6:30 p.m. Council Mtg. 
 Next Sunday: 1st Sunday in Lent 
  9:00 a.m. Worship w/ Holy Communion 
  10:55 a.m. Lutheran Church of Hope Service 
 
ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICES 
Ash Wednesday is this Wednesday, February 18! Messiah will have service at Noon 
and Bethany’s service will be at 7:00pm. Both services will have ashes & Holy 
Communion. 
 
MID-WEEK LENT SOUP SUPPER MEAL SIGN-UP 
A sign-up sheet for the Soup Supper on Wednesday, February 25, is now available 
on the table in the Fellowship Hall! A separate sign-up sheet for the March 18 meal 
will be available at a later date. 
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MID-WEEK LENTEN SERVICES @ BETHANY 
Mid-Week Lent Services will be hosted at Bethany this year! Every Wednesday, 
starting on Wednesday, February 25 through Wednesday, March 25. Soup Supper 
Meal will start at 6:00pm, with Holden Evening Prayer following at 7:00pm. Bethany 
will be providing the meal for Feb. 25 & March 18. Messiah will provide the meal for 
March 4 & March 25. Unity will provide the meal for March 11. 
 
FEBRUARY OUTREACH DONATIONS 
Food Pantry Donations for February will be: Canned Goods of any kind! 

FEBRUARY PASTOR’S BOOK CLUB 
Our February book club gathering was rescheduled for this Tuesday, February 17 @ 
5:00 p.m., here at Bethany. All are invited to join us! For this month, we will be 
reading “Redeeming Eden“ by Ingrid Faro! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~ 
Bethany Lutheran Church 

2515 Madison Ave., Burlington, IA Phone: (319) 752-3621 
www.bethanyburlington.org 

 
Office Hours 

Monday-Wednesday-Friday – 9:00am-1:00pm 
Tuesday & Thursday – 1:30pm-4:30pm 

 
Pastor Misha’s Office Hours  
Bethany: Monday & Tuesday 

Messiah: Wednesday & Thursday 
* Pastor Misha’s hours vary in the office from 

week to week as she may be out of office on visits or other 
Pastor duties. Please call or text her to make an appointment or to 

see if she is in the office. * 
 

Pastor Misha’s contact info: 412-628-6382; 
damisha.mcfarlandpollock@gmail.com 

~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~  ~    
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Our Staff 

Rev. Misha McFarland-Pollock  Pastor 
Cory Byrne Organist/Choir Director 
Wendy Bell Office Administrator 
Michelle Huppenbauer    Financial Secretary 
Pam Crable              Custodian 


