Third Sunday of Easter
May 4, 2025

Bethany Lutheran Church
2515 Madison Ave., Burlington, IA
Phone: (319) 752-3621
www.bethanyburlington.org

Bethany’s Mission Statement: Reaching out in Worship, Fellowship, Learning
and Love - we are God’s people.

We are so glad you chose to worship with us this morning. We hope everyone
feels welcome as we strive to serve and strengthen each other in faith toward God and in
love toward all. Now, as you wait for the service to begin, please relax, enjoy the music, and
quiet your heart before God.


http://www.bethanyburlington.org/

Third Sunday of Easter

ELW indicates that hymns or liturgy are taken from Evangelical Lutheran Worship-red hymnal

PRELUDE

Welcome, Birthday/Anniversary Bank
(money given to Bethany’s Human Concerns Fund)

We Gather to Acknowledge God’s Presence

Thanksgiving for Baptism

Alleluia! Christ is risen.

Christ is risen, indeed. Alleluia!

In the name of + the One who was, who is, and who is to come.

Amen.

Baptized into Christ’s death and resurrection, and called to live the baptized
life, let us give thanks for the gifts of baptism. Water may be poured before
or during the thanksgiving. Holy God, we give you thanks for the waters of
baptism, waters that make a people your own, that restore to wholeness, and
empower us to be witnesses in your name. Baptized into you, O Living One,
make us one as you are one.

We give you thanks for the waters of baptism, waters that strengthen
believers and give new life to beloved servants of your church; waters that
extend your boundless love and cross barriers of our own making. Baptized
into you, O Living One,

make us one as you are one.

We give you thanks for the waters of baptism, waters that open the hearts of
believers and give a voice in the night to those in captivity; waters that set
your people on a new path, rejoicing in the Spirit’s power. Baptized into you,
O Living One,

make us one as you are one.

Grant us grace, love, and life, O Living One, that our every day is shaped by
these waters that give us our very lives in you. We ask this in the name of
Jesus, the Crucified and Risen One.

Amen.



GATHERING HYMN “I'm So Glad Jesus Lifted Me” ELW Hymn 860
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GREETING
P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.
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HYMN OF PRAISE
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: Let us pray,

C: Eternal and all-merciful God, with all the angels and all the saints we laud
your majesty and might. By the resurrection of your Son, show yourself
to us and inspire us to follow Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
We Listen to God’s Word

FIRST READING Acts 9:1-20

'Meanwhile Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the
Lord, went to the high priest 2and asked him for letters to the synagogues at
Damascus, so that if he found any who belonged to the Way, men or women, he
might bring them bound to Jerusalem. *Now as he was going along and approaching
Damascus, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. ‘He fell to the ground
and heard a voice saying to him, "Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me?" *He asked,
"Who are you, Lord?" The reply came, "I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting. ‘But
get up and enter the city, and you will be told what you are to do." "The men who
were traveling with him stood speechless because they heard the voice but saw no
one. 3Saul got up from the ground, and though his eyes were open, he could see
nothing; so they led him by the hand and brought him into Damascus. °For three
days he was without sight, and neither ate nor drank.

“Now there was a disciple in Damascus named Ananias. The Lord said to him in a
vision, "Ananias." He answered, "Here I am, Lord." "The Lord said to him, "Get up
and go to the street called Straight, and at the house of Judas look for a man of
Tarsus named Saul. At this moment he is praying, '2and he has seen in a vision a
man named Ananias come in and lay his hands on him so that he might regain his
sight." “But Ananias answered, "Lord, I have heard from many about this man, how
much evil he has done to your saints in Jerusalem; “and here he has authority from
the chief priests to bind all who invoke your name." "*But the Lord said to him, "Go,
for he is an instrument whom I have chosen to bring my name before Gentiles and
kings and before the people of Israel; I myself will show him how much he must
suffer for the sake of my name." '"So Ananias went and entered the house. He laid
his hands on Saul and said, "Brother Saul, the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on
your way here, has sent me so that you may regain your sight and be filled with the
Holy Spirit." '*And immediately something like scales fell from his eyes, and his
sight was restored. Then he got up and was baptized, Yand after taking some food,
he regained his strength.

For several days he was with the disciples in Damascus, *and immediately he began
to proclaim Jesus in the synagogues, saying, "He is the Son of God."
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Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

I will exalt you, O LORD, because you have lifted me up
and have not let my enemies triumph over me.

O LOorD my God, I cried out to you,

and you restored me to health.

You brought me up, O LORD, from the dead,;

you restored my life as I was going down to the grave.
Sing praise to the LORD, all you faithful;

give thanks in holy remembrance.

God’s wrath is short; God’s favor lasts a lifetime.

Weeping spends the night, but joy comes in the morning.
While I felt secure, I said,

“I shall never be disturbed.

You, LORD, with your favor, made me as strong as the mountains.”
Then you hid your face, and I was filled with fear.

I cried to you, O LORD;

I pleaded with my Lord, saying,

“What profit is there in my blood, if I go down to the pit?
Will the dust praise you or declare your faithfulness?
Hear, O LORD, and have mercy upon me;

O LorD, be my helper.”

You have turned my wailing into dancing;

you have put off my sackcloth and clothed me with joy.
Therefore my heart sings to you without ceasing;

O LorD my God, I will give you thanks forever.

Psalm 30



SECOND READING
""Then I looked, and I heard the voice of many angels surrounding the throne and
the living creatures and the elders; they numbered myriads of myriads and
thousands of thousands, *singing with full voice,
“Worthy is the Lamb that was slaughtered
to receive power and wealth and wisdom and might
and honor and glory and blessing!”
3 Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the earth and in the
sea, and all that is in them, singing,
“To the one seated on the throne and to the Lamb
be blessing and honor and glory and might
forever and ever!”
“ And the four living creatures said, “Amen!” And the elders fell down and

worshiped.

L: Word of God, word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.

(Please stand)

Revelation 5:11-14

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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P: The Holy Gospel according to John the 21st chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord



(Please be seated)

GOSPEL John 21:1-19

! After [he appeared to his followers in Jerusalem,] Jesus showed himself again to
the disciples by the Sea of Tiberias; and he showed himself in this way. ? Gathered
there together were Simon Peter, Thomas called the Twin, Nathanael of Cana in
Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two others of his disciples. * Simon Peter said to
them, “I am going fishing.” They said to him, “We will go with you.” They went out
and got into the boat, but that night they caught nothing.

* Just after daybreak, Jesus stood on the beach; but the disciples did not know
that it was Jesus. ° Jesus said to them, “Children, you have no fish, have you?” They
answered him, “No.” °He said to them, “Cast the net to the right side of the boat,
and you will find some.” So they cast it, and now they were not able to haul it in
because there were so many fish. " That disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It
is the Lord!” When Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put on some clothes,
for he was naked, and jumped into the sea. * But the other disciples came in the
boat, dragging the net full of fish, for they were not far from the land, only about a
hundred yards off.

When they had gone ashore, they saw a charcoal fire there, with fish on it, and
bread. ' Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish that you have just caught.” !' So
Simon Peter went aboard and hauled the net ashore, full of large fish, a hundred
fifty-three of them; and though there were so many, the net was not torn. '* Jesus
said to them, “Come and have breakfast.” Now none of the disciples dared to ask
him, “Who are you?” because they knew it was the Lord. ** Jesus came and took the
bread and gave it to them, and did the same with the fish. ** This was now the third
time that Jesus appeared to the disciples after he was raised from the dead.

»When they had finished breakfast, Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon son of
John, do you love me more than these?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I
love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my lambs.” ' A second time he said to him,
“Simon son of John, do you love me?” He said to him, “Yes, Lord; you know that I
love you.” Jesus said to him, “Tend my sheep.” '”He said to him the third time,
“Simon son of John, do you love me?” Peter felt hurt because he said to him the
third time, “Do you love me?” And he said to him, “Lord, you know everything; you
know that I love you.” Jesus said to him, “Feed my sheep. * Very truly, I tell you,
when you were younger, you used to fasten your own belt and to go wherever you
wished. But when you grow old, you will stretch out your hands, and someone else
will fasten a belt around you and take you where you do not wish to go.” *(He said
this to indicate the kind of death by which he would glorify God.) After this he said
to him, “Follow me.”

P: The Gospel of our Lord
C: Praise to you, O Christ.
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(Please be seated)
SERMON

(Please stand)
HYMN OF THE DAY

Rev. Misha McFarland-Pollock

“I Love To Tell the Story”

ELW Hymn 661
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We Respond to God’s Word

NICENE CREED (unison)
We believe in one God,
the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ,
the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light,
true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one Being with the Father;
through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation
he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate;
he suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again
in accordance with the scriptures;
he ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,*
who with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead,
and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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(Please Stand)

SHARING OF THE PEACE
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.

(Please be seated)

THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Each petition concludes:
P: Hear us, O God,
C: Your mercy is great.
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(Please Stand)
DIALOGUE
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

P:

N® QF 0

We Share in the Holy Meal

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

It is right to give our thanks and praise.

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy...

...we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION

(please stand)
THE LORD’S PRAYER (unison)
Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P: Come to the table of grace. Receive the gift of new life.

(Please be seated)

LAMB OF GOD
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world; grant us peace, grant us peace, Lamb of God.
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DISTRIBUTION BY INDIVIDUAL GLASSES

(Gluten-free wafers are available upon request.)
All who believe in the real presence of Christ in the sacrament are invited to commune. Children who
do not commune are welcome to come for a blessing. You will be given a wafer. The glasses of dark
liguid are wine; the middle ring is juice. There is a bowl of water if you would like to remember your

baptism.
DISTRIBUTION HYMN “As the Grains of Wheat” ELW Hymn 465
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DISTRIBUTION HYMN “Draw Us in the Spirit’s Tether” ELW Hymn 470
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(Please stand)
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

P:

C:

Living One,

in this feast you have made yourself known to us.
Send us now to tell of your wonders,

sing of your glory,

and proclaim your risen life

to a wounded and weary world.

Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING

P:

The God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony
with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus.

C: Amen.

orFQ ¥

The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may
abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

The God of all grace + bless you now and forever.

Amen.
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CLOSING HYMN “Praise, Praise, Praise the Lord!” ELW Hymn 875
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THE DISMISSAL
P: Alleluia! Christ is risen.
C: Christ is risen indeed. Alleluia!

P: Go in peace. In Christ you are made new. Alleluia! Alleluia!
C: Thanks be to God. Alleluia! Alleluia!

POSTLUDE

Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress SundaysandSeasononline.com license #25124
Reprinted from Sundays and Seasons copyright © 2024 Augsburg Fortress
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WORSHIP ASSISTANTS

Lector: Todd Chelf

Usher: Susan Swanson

Communion: Teresa Morehead; Bill Mundt
Greeters: Sharon Martindale

Missionary Support: Open

Altar Flowers: Mel & Judy Craven

Remember in prayer: Barb West; Norma Bock; Bill Ward, Jr.

N AN A~NA~NN~NNANAN~NANANANNANANANANANA~NA~NA~N A~ A~

A Cry Room for infants is available up the stairs and to the right.
There are Kids Celebrate children’s bulletins available for youngsters
who’d like to have their own reference to the lessons for this week.
Ask our usher for help.

Please join us for coffee and donuts in the fellowship
hall following the worship service. We would like to
get to know you and offer our friendship.

N A~NA~NA~NN~NNANANANANANANANANANANANAN~NANANA~ A~

ACTIVITIES FOR THE WEEK
Today: Third Sunday of Easter
9:00 a.m. Worship with Holy Communion
10:15 a.m. Church Outreach
10:55 am. Lutheran Church of Hope Service
Monday: 12:00 p.m. Retired School Personnel mtg.
Wednesday: Joint Exec. Mtg. @ Messiah
7:00 p.m. Healing Service @ Messiah
Next Sunday:  Fourth Sunday of Easter
9:00 a.m. Worship with Holy Communion
10:15 am. Church Life
10:55 am. Lutheran Church of Hope Service

MESSIAH HEALING SERVICE

The Messiah Confirmation students are leading a Healing Service on May 7" at
7:00pm @ Messiah. The students are planning the service and leading the service. It
is one of the services found in the ELW. The service will be about 30 minutes.

PULPIT SUPPLY

Pastor Misha will be away on vacation from May 18-May 31! On May 18, Todd Chelf
will be preaching-there will not be Communion on that Sunday. On May 25,
Lotegeluaki Lengai will be preaching with Pastor Ralph Andersen presiding!

OUTREACH FOOD PANTRY DONATIONS
May donations will be hygiene items, such as toothpaste, deodorant & soaps! Thank
you all for your generosity!
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PASTOR’S BOOK CLUB!
Pastor’s Book Club will meet on Tuesday, May 13 @ 7pm @ Bethany. Our next book
for May will be “Life Together: The Classic Exploration of Christian Community” by
Dietrich Bonhoeffer! P

Life

Tog

ether
DIFTRICH BONHOEFFER

RESTROOM FAUCET :
Please make sure when you are leaving the restroom, especially the restrooms in
the preschool hall, that the faucet is all the way turned off. We have found the
water not turned off all the way after Sunday services a few times. Thank you.

~N N N N SN N SN SN SN SN SN S~ O~

Bethany Lutheran Church
2515 Madison Ave., Burlington, IA Phone: (319) 752-3621
www.bethanyburlington.org

Office Hours
Monday-Wednesday-Friday - 9:00am-1:00pm

Tuesday & Thursday - 1:30pm-4:30pm

Pastor Misha’s Office Hours
Bethany: Monday & Tuesday
Messiah: Wednesday & Thursday
*Pastor Misha’s hours vary in the office from
week to week as she may be out of office on visits or other
Pastor duties. Please call or text her to make an appointment or to
see if she is in the office.*

Pastor Misha’s contact info: 412-628-6382;
damisha.mcfarlandpollock@gmail.com

~N N N N ~N N ~SN SN SN S ~SN S~~~

Our Staff
Rev. Misha McFarland-Pollock Pastor
Cory Byrne Organist/Choir Director
Kim Engle Stephen Minister Coordinator
Wendy Bell Office Administrator
Michelle Huppenbauer Financial Secretary
Pam Crable Custodian
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