Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost
August 24, 2025

Bethany Lutheran Church
2515 Madison Ave., Burlington, IA
Phone: (319) 752-3621
www.bethanyburlington.org

Bethany’s Mission Statement: Reaching out in Worship, Fellowship, Learning
and Love - we are God’s people.

We are so glad you chose to worship with us this morning. We hope everyone
feels welcome as we strive to serve and strengthen each other in faith toward God and in
love toward all. Now, as you wait for the service to begin, please relax, enjoy the music, and
quiet your heart before God.


http://www.bethanyburlington.org/

Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost

ELW indicates that hymns or liturgy are taken from Evangelical Lutheran Worship-red hymnal

PRELUDE
Welcome, Birthday/Anniversary Bank
(money given to Bethany’s Human Concerns Fund)

We Gather to Acknowledge God’s Presence

(Please stand)

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
P: In the name of the Father, and of the + Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
C: Amen.
P: Baptized into Christ, let us confess our sin.

(Silence is kept for reflection.)

P: Merciful God,

C: you free us to love others, but we neglect our neighbors and follow our
own way. You lead us by the Spirit of joy and peace, but we turn away
from the abundant life you offer. You surround us with patience,
kindness, and generosity, but we grow weary in doing what is right.

In your mercy, forgive us. Do not give up on us. Heal us, break our bonds,
and show us the path of life. Amen.

P: You belong to Christ Jesusand you are God’s children through faith.

In the cross of # Christ, and through the power of the Holy Spirit,
your sins are forgiven. Clothed with Christ, you are a new creation.

C: Amen.



GATHERING HYMN “Morning Has Broken” ELW Hymn 556
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P: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of
the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C: And also with you.
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HYMN OF PRAISE -
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PRAYER OF THE DAY

P: Let us pray,

C: O God, mighty and immortal, you know that as fragile creatures
surrounded by great dangers, we cannot by ourselves stand upright. Give
us strength of mind and body, so that even when we suffer because of
human sin, we may rise victorious through your Son, Jesus Christ, our
Savior and Lord.

Amen.

We Listen to God’s Word
(Please be seated)

FIRST READING Isaiah 58:9b-14

®If you remove the yoke from among you,
the pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil,
19if you offer your food to the hungry
and satisfy the needs of the afflicted,
then your light shall rise in the darkness
and your gloom be like the noonday.
1The LORD will guide you continually
and satisfy your needs in parched places
and make your bones strong,
and you shall be like a watered garden,
like a spring of water
whose waters never fail.
2Your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt;
you shall raise up the foundations of many generations;
you shall be called the repairer of the breach,
the restorer of streets to live in.

B51f you refrain from trampling the Sabbath,
from pursuing your own interests on my holy day;
if you call the Sabbath a delight
and the holy day of the LORD honorable;
if you honor it, not going your own ways,
serving your own interests or pursuing your own affairs;
“then you shall take delight in the LORD,
and I will make you ride upon the heights of the earth;
I will feed you with the heritage of your ancestor Jacob,
for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.

L: Word of God, word of life.
C: Thanks be to God.



PSALM (read responsively) Psalm 103:1-8
L: Bless the LORD, O my soul,
and all that is within me, bless God’s holy name.
C: Bless the LORD, O my soul,
and forget not all God’s benefits—
who forgives all your sins
and heals all your diseases;
who redeems your life from the grave
and crowns you with steadfast love and mercy;
who satisfies your desires with good things
so that your youth is renewed like an eagle’s.
L: O LOrD, you provide vindication
and justice for all who are oppressed.
C: You made known your ways to Moses
and your works to the children of Israel.
L: LorD, you are full of compassion and mercy,
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love.

SECOND READING Hebrews 12:18-29
3You have not come to something that can be touched, a blazing fire, and
darkness, and gloom, and a tempest, *and the sound of a trumpet, and a voice
whose words made the hearers beg that not another word be spoken to them. *° (For
they could not endure the order that was given, “If even an animal touches the
mountain, it shall be stoned to death.” * Indeed, so terrifying was the sight that
Moses said, “I tremble with fear.”) 2 But you have come to Mount Zion and to the
city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to innumerable angels in festal
gathering, * and to the assembly of the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven, and to
God the judge of all, and to the spirits of the righteous made perfect, *and to
Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood that speaks a
better word than the blood of Abel.

% See that you do not refuse the one who is speaking, for if they did not escape
when they refused the one who warned them on earth, how much less will we
escape if we reject the one who warns from heaven! ?° At that time his voice shook
the earth, but now he has promised, “Yet once more I will shake not only the earth
but also the heaven.” ?” This phrase, “Yet once more,” indicates the removal of what
is shaken—that is, created things—so that what cannot be shaken may
remain. 2 Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom that cannot be shaken, let us
show gratitude, by which we may offer to God an acceptable worship with
reverence and awe, * for indeed our God is a consuming fire.

L: Word of God, word of life.
C: Thanks be to God



(Please stand)

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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P: The Gospel according to Luke the 13th chapter.
C: Glory to you, O Lord

GOSPEL Luke 13:10-17
1YNow [Jesus] was teaching in one of the synagogues on the Sabbath. ' And just
then there appeared a woman with a spirit that had crippled her for eighteen years.
She was bent over and was quite unable to stand up straight. > When Jesus saw her,
he called her over and said, “Woman, you are set free from your ailment.” * When
he laid his hands on her, immediately she stood up straight and began praising
God. “But the leader of the synagogue, indignant because Jesus had cured on the
Sabbath, kept saying to the crowd, “There are six days on which work ought to be
done; come on those days and be cured and not on the Sabbath day.” **But the Lord
answered him and said, “You hypocrites! Does not each of you on the Sabbath untie
his ox or his donkey from the manger and lead it to water? ' And ought not this
woman, a daughter of Abraham whom Satan bound for eighteen long years, be set
free from this bondage on the Sabbath day?” ' When he said this, all his opponents
were put to shame, and the entire crowd was rejoicing at all the wonderful things
being done by him.

P: The Gospel of our Lord
C: Praise to you, O Christ.



(Please be seated)
SERMON

(Please stand)
HYMN OF THE DAY

“Praise to the Lord, the Almighty”

Stan Lehman

ELW Hymn 858
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We Respond to God’s Word

THE APOSTLES’ CREED (unison)
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.*
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
P: The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C: And also with you.

(Please be seated)

THE PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH
Each petition concludes:
P: Hear us, O God.
C: Your mercy is great.
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We Share in the Holy Meal

(Please Stand)

DIALOGUE
P: The Lord be with you.
C: And also with you.
P: Lift up your hearts.
C: We lift them to the Lord.
P: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C: It is right to give our thanks and praise.
P: Itis indeed right, our duty and our joy...
...We praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION

THE LORD’S PRAYER (unison)

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom,
and the power, and the glory,
forever and ever. Amen.

INVITATION TO COMMUNION
P: The kingdom of God is set before you. Eat and rejoice.

(Please be seated)

LAMB OF GOD
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DISTRIBUTION BY INDIVIDUAL GLASSES

(Gluten-free wafers are available upon request.)

All who believe in the real presence of Christ in the sacrament are invited to commune. Children who
do not commune are welcome to come for a blessing. You will be given a wafer. The glasses of dark
liguid are wine; the middle ring is juice. There is a bowl of water if you would like to remember your

baptism.
DISTRIBUTION HYMN “Oh, For a Thousand Tongues to Sing”  ELW Hymn 886
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5 Look unto him, your Savior own,
O fallen human race!

Look and be saved through faith alone,

be justified by grace!
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6 To God all glory, praise, and love

be now and ever giv'n

by saints below and saints above,
the church in earth and heav’n.




DISTRIBUTION HYMN “Blessed Assurance” ELW Hymn 638
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(Please stand)
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
P: Mothering God,
you gathered us to your table
and we drank deeply of your grace.
Send us out by your Spirit
to love our neighbors as ourselves
and proclaim your love in Jesus’ name.
C: Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

BLESSING
P: The God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony
with one another, in accordance with Christ Jesus.
C: Amen.
P: The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may
abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
The God of all grace *F bless you now and forever.
Amen.

NFO
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CLOSInNG HYMN “Sent Forth by God’s Blessing” ELW Hymn 547
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THE DISMISSAL
P: Go in peace. Live by the Spirit.
C: Thanks be to God.

POSTLUDE

Used by permission of Augsburg Fortress SundaysandSeasononline.com license #25124
Reprinted from Sundays and Seasons copyright © 2025 Augsburg Fortress
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WORSHIP ASSISTANTS

Lector: Judy Craven

Usher: Susan Swanson

Communion: Mark Rosenberg; Rachel Lindeen

Greeters: Carol Dodge

Missionary Support: Open

Altar Flowers: Lynda Johnson

Remember in prayer: Bill Ward, Jr.; Mark Hermann; Kerri Hermann
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A Cry Room for infants is available up the stairs and to the right.
There are Kids Celebrate children’s bulletins available for youngsters
who'd like to have their own reference to the lessons for this week.
Ask our usher for help.

Please join us for coffee and donuts in the fellowship
hall following the worship service. We would like to
get to know you and offer our friendship.
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ACTIVITIES FOR THE WEEK

Today: Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost
Stan Lehman preaching w/Father Randy Webster
presiding
9:00 a.m. Worship with Holy Communion
10:55 am. Lutheran Church of Hope Service
Tuesday: Pastor Misha returns!
Thursday: 9:30 a.m. Bible Study @ Messiah
Next Sunday:  Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost
9:00 a.m. Worship with Holy Communion

10:55 am. Lutheran Church of Hope Service

PASTOR MISHA AWAY 8/18 - 8/26

Pastor Misha is away at The Chapel in the Hills in South Dakota until Monday,
August 25. Pastor Nathaniel Adkins, from First Lutheran Church in Fairfield, is
providing Pastoral coverage for any emergencies that may arise while Pastor Misha
is away. He can be reached at 641-458-4516.

RALLY DAY JOINT SERVICE @ MESSIAH

We will be having a joint service @ Messiah on Sunday, September 7 for Rally Day!
Worship service will start at 10:30am. Sunday School and Adult Education start at
9:15am for anyone who would like to attend. A Potluck Picnic will follow the
Worship service! Please bring a dish to share with everyone, if you are able!

19



FAITH FORWARD KITS
Faith Forward parent and grandparent kits or magnets are available! Please see
Pastor Misha if you would like to have one!

AUGUST OUTREACH DONATIONS

Outreach Food Pantry Donations for August will be non-perishable Back to School
items that would be in a lunchbox, (i.e.: Peanut Butter, Jelly or jam, Fruit Cups,
etc...)

SEPTEMBER BOOK CLUB

Our September book club gathering will be Tuesday, September 9, 7:00 p.m. here at
Bethany. All are invited to join us! For this month we’ll be reading “The Cloister
Walk” by Kathleen Davis. 3 0y

EWALU’S 38™ ANNUAL QUILT AUCTION

Camp Ewalu is hosting their Annual Quilt Auction on-site, located up by Strawberry
Point, IA, on Saturday, September 20! Admission for this event is free, though you
need to bring your own lawn chair. Schedule of events starts at 9:00am with in-
person quilt viewing and family fun; 11:00am an optional devotional Worship
service, Noon offers a freewill BBQ lunch; and 1:00pm the Live Quilt Auction will
begin! An Online Auction is also being offered and starts on Monday, September 15
at 12:00pm and ends Sunday, September 21 at 7:00pm. You will find the link to the
online auction at their website www.Ewalu.org.
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Bethany Lutheran Church
2515 Madison Ave., Burlington, IA Phone: (319) 752-3621
www.bethanyburlington.org

Office Hours
Monday-Wednesday-Friday - 9:00am-1:00pm

Tuesday & Thursday - 1:30pm-4:30pm

Pastor Misha’s Office Hours
Bethany: Monday & Tuesday
Messiah: Wednesday & Thursday
* Pastor Misha’s hours vary in the office from
week to week as she may be out of office on visits or other
Pastor duties. Please call or text her to make an appointment ov to
see if she is in the office. *

Pastor Misha’s contact info: 412-628-6382;
damisha.mcfarlandpollock@gmail.com
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Our Staff
Rev. Misha McFarland-Pollock Pastor
Cory Byrne Organist/Choir Director
Kim Engle Stephen Minister Coordinator
Wendy Bell Office Administrator
Michelle Huppenbauer Financial Secretary
Pam Crable Custodian
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